
The educational landscape at Liza Jackson Preparatory School changed on March 30th, 2020. COVID-19 
took over our lives and the lives of our children. The teachers, staff, and parents of LJPS rose to the 
challenge and will continue to move forward amidst the uncertainty of the next school year. Flexibility is 
the key to all that we will face. What is planned today, could very well change based on what happens in 
the community and state. We have consulted with the Okaloosa County Health Department, local 
pediatricians, and infectious disease doctors who have been extremely supportive and given us some 
great ideas an input. Beow is our plan for the safe reopening of LJPS. The plan is divided into five areas 
with an outline of our response on how we will manage reopening LJPS. 

1. Protect Students and Staff
a. We purchased 9 portable, automatic hand sanitizing stations that will be located at 

strategic points around the school for student and staff continuous use.
b. We received over 6,000 cloth face masks which will be available to distribute to students 

for use at school and on the bus. Masks will not be required but highly encouraged. 
Teachers will be required to wear masks.

c. We have trained our staff of custodians to sanitize and clean all restrooms and shared 
areas every hour and more often if needed.

d. We purchased 10 UV lights that can sanitize a classroom in 15 minutes when students 
and staff are out of the room. These lights are like what nursing homes and hospitals use 
to sanitize rooms in these facilities.

e. We have purchased 20 infrared no-touch thermometers to take temperatures of all 
people who enter the building with a systemic process for students getting on the bus in 
the morning, students leaving car rider line in the morning, and students entering the 
building as walk-ins.

f. We have created an isolation room that will be used for any student who presents with 
a temperature of 100.4 or above. This is where they will wait until a parent can pick 
them up.

g. While we love having our parents volunteering and being in the school, we will not allow 
any parents or visitors in the building during the school day due to the potential 
exposure. We are currently working on ways to have you be involved in the school and in 
your child’s class.

2. Schedules
a. All elementary students will be self-contained. This means we will create a

“bubble” effect for each classroom. They will only leave their classroom for PE, recess, 
and to pick up lunch in the Café. They will return to their classroom to eat lunch. We 
have hired another PE teacher so that students will be socially distant when they are 
outside. Library, technology, STEAM, drama, art, and music teachers will go into the 
classrooms instead of students moving to them.

b. We received a grant to purchase a device for each student. This means all Kindergarten 
and first graders will be assigned an iPad for their use while at school or if they are 
required to quarantine at home. Second through eighth graders will be assigned a 
Chromebook for their own use as well.



c. Middle school students will stay with the same group in one classroom for all content
area subjects. Teachers will rotate to each class for Math, Science, History, ELA, and
Spanish. Students will leave their classroom for PE, and one elective. Those rooms will
be sanitized after each use. Middle school students will also eat in the classroom.

3. Classroom Setup
a. Teachers are removing teacher desks and other furniture to make more space to socially

distance students in all classrooms.
b. Teachers are positioning desks such that students are not grouped but are facing one

direction to minimize face to face contact.
c. School supplies will not be shared. All students will bring their own scissors, crayons,

calculators, etc. for their use only.
d. Lockers will not be used.  Lockers will be locked so no one will inadvertently place items

in them.
4. Building Layout

a. The hallways will be directional for students and staff entering and exiting the building,
moving to the Café for lunch, and going outside for PE and recess. This means there will
be one way “paw prints” showing students which direction to walk with adequate space
between each “paw print” to reinforce social distancing.

b. We have a map for parents to see how students will enter the building in the morning
and how to exit the building in the afternoon. Bus riders will enter one door, car riders
will enter a different door, and walk-ups will enter another door. Temperatures will be
taken at each entry point.

c. We have all staff members assigned a duty for checking the flow as students enter and
exit the building.

d. Teachers will be in their classrooms at 7:30 for students to enter the building and go
directly to class.

e. Students will not be able to assemble in the Café awaiting school start time unless you
have signed up for Before School Care.

f. Before School Care and After School Care will be at LJPS this school year. We have ample
room to socially distance the students before school as well as after school.

5. Transportation
a. School bus routes have been thoroughly researched for those that ride daily.
b. Students who live within 2 miles of the school will not be provided bus transportation.

We will have no bus stop in this 2-mile radius.
c. School buses will be completely sanitized after each route.
d. Students will have their temperature taken as they enter the bus.
e. Hand sanitizer will be on each bus for students to use as they enter the bus.
f. Siblings will be seated together.
g. Masks must be worn on the bus.

Other information: 

Sports-We are waiting on the decision from the school district on middle school sports. 

Absence policy-We will follow state guidelines on attendance. Hopefully, there will be a waiver 
from the current policy if a student is absent due to COVID-19. We will follow CDC (Centers for 



Disease Control) guidelines concerning procedures to follow if a student or staff member have 
been exposed or test positive to COVID-19. 

We are still awaiting guidance on when students must quarantine, but if student(s) must stay 
home for a quarantine period, they will be assigned a computer (if needed) and will be supplied 
classroom work and resources through their teacher(s). However, while we can accommodate 
short term out of classroom instruction, we are not a licensed virtual provider like the school 
district or Florida Virtual School. Therefore, we are not able to provide full time virtual options 
for those students who choose not to return to the building this school year. If you do not wish 
your child to return to school this fall, you will need to withdraw from LJPS and register at your 
zoned school who will provide you with their virtual options. The school district is requiring you 
stay enrolled for the entire semester. If you wish to return to LJPS after that, we will place your 
child on the priority list for enrollment. However, your original slot will be given to the next child 
on our waiting list. We cannot guarantee there will be a slot available this school year. Attached 
is research from the American Academy of Pediatrics citing the need for students to return to 
school. This is a personal and hard decision for each family. Please review all this information. If 
you decide your child will not return to LJPS in the fall, please let us know by July 15th. You can 
email me at kmckinley@lizajackson.org with your decision or call the school at 850-833-3321. 

As I stated earlier, we must be flexible. This plan may change as circumstances evolve and we 
will adapt our plan accordingly. I wanted to let our school community know that whatever the 
future holds our LJPS teachers and staff will be ready to serve our families. 

Stay healthy and enjoy the summer, 

Mrs. McKinley 
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