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‘just part 
of the job’

by TrISTa PrueTT
315-4445	|	@tristapnwfdn	
tpruett@nwfdailynews.com

SHaLIMar — Two Okaloosa County 
sheriff ’s deputies were lauded as heroes 
Thursday night for risking their lives to 
save a man who had locked himself in 
a burning vehicle early 
Christmas morning.

Eric Keyes and Joseph 
Trimboli were called to the 
crash on Main Street in 
Destin a little before 3 a.m. 
They found flames around 
the back of the car that 
were spreading inside to the driver, who 
seemed incoherent, according to a news 
release from the Sheriff ’s Office. 

The man was behind the wheel with the 
windows up and the doors locked. 

Okaloosa	needs	
major	voting		
machine	upgrade

by KarI C. barLOW
315-4438	|	@KariBnwfdn	
kbarlow@nwfdailynews.com

Okaloosa County’s voting machines are 
so old they’re at risk of being decertified by 
the state.

Supervisor of Elections Paul Lux issued 
that warning Tuesday when he updated 
county commissioners on the need to 
replace the equipment.

“I am afraid we have reached that point 
now where the time is to stop talking about it 
and actually take some action,” he said. “We 
are now starting to experience failures.”

The equipment is among  
the oldest in Florida,  
supervisor of elections says 

SEE	vOtIng	MACHInES	|	A2

Two sheriff’s deputies 
honored for pulling 
man from flaming car

Watch a video of the rescue from a dep-
uty’s body cam at nwfdailynews.com.
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Ron Crawford, middle left, and his wife Susie Crawford, pose in this family photo with 
their children Scott, left, and Mark Crawford. The picture was taken about a month 
before Ron’s accident.                                                                       Photo special to the Daily News.

Susie	Crawford	said	she	cried	two	days	worth	of	tears	of	sadness	and	
fear	after	the	accident	that	left	her	husband,	Ron,	longtime	athletic	
director	at	Liza	Jackson	preparatory	School,	without	the	use	of	his	
arms	and	legs	—	but	now	the	only	ones	she	sheds	are	tears	of	joy.	“the	
most	beautiful	part	of	the	whole	story	is	his	brain	is	fine,”	Susie	said.	
“He’s	the	same	person.	We’re	just	going	to	get	around	differently.”

RON CRAWFORD’S FIGHT

HElpINg THE gIVERS

Photos by DeVON raVINe | Daily News

Liza Jackson Preparatory 
School teachers, students and 
their parents pose for a picture 
in support of athletic director 
Ron Crawford Thursday 
evening between the boys’ 
and girls’ soccer games at Fort 
Walton Beach High School. 

Left, Liza Jackson teachers and 
P.E. staff Anna Cox, Lynn Clark, 
Joshua Lobzun and Elizabeth 
Goodson, left to right, display 
wristbands bearing the logo 
“4RC” for athletic director Ron 
Crawford, who is hospitalized 
with a spinal injury. 

Crawford 
‘able to find 
the athlete  
in everyone’ 
by KaTIe TaMMeN
315-4440	|	@Katietnwfdn	
ktammen@nwfdailynews.com

fOrT WaLTON beaCH 
— As unexpected as the cir-
cumstances Ron and Susie 
Crawford have found them-
selves in, neither is without 
hope. 

On Jan. 12, the longtime 
athletic director at Liza 
Jackson Preparatory School 
was “catapulted” over a cart 
of food and beverages he 
was pushing to a bus for an 
upcoming soccer game. His 
head struck a tree and he 
landed on a curb. 

“His first thought was to 
get up, but he couldn’t use his 
arms and legs,” Susie said. 

The 72-year-old lay on the 
ground outside the school 
for only a few minutes before 
a man walked up and saw 
him and alerted emergency 
officials. 

Susie said she cried two 
days worth of tears of sad-
ness and fear, but now the 
only ones she sheds are 
tears of joy. 

“The most beautiful part 
of the whole story is his brain 
is fine,” Susie said. 
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