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Overview of Kindergarten

For some children, kindergarten is the first impression of school they receive. For others, it follows a pre-school experience. In any case, the kindergarten year is a time when children discover, observe, and make sense of the world around them. 

Mathematics


Basic number sense and pattern building are developed and refined. Children become familiar with the ten basic digits and higher, counting, grouping, and comparing objects.  Shapes and geometric concepts are introduced and explored 

Language Arts


Children will learn the entire alphabet this year, including identifying sounds, and recognizing/writing letters. Some children will become independent readers! Patterns in print are recognized, such as direction, capitalization, and end punctuation. Speaking, listening, and conversational skills are important, too. Children learn to respond to others and interact in conversation using complete thoughs.
Science


Students learn to use thier five senses to observe and describe the world around themby observing objects, plants, animals, and patterns in nature. They discover that all living things grow, develop, and change over time, and that all living things share some basic needs. Children learn about earth, space, and objects they see in the night sky.
Social Studies


Students distinguish between past, present, and future, and develop an understanding that people and events have occurred before us. Students learn songs, poems, and stories about history. Developments in transportation and communication are also discovered. The foundations of good citizenship are laid, which include cooperative learning skills and important aspects of the United States.

Kindergarten Curriculum Guide

Helpful skills for entering kindergarten

Children who have the opportunity to practice these skills before the beginning of their kindergarten year will be off to a great start!
Language Arts 
· Communicate needs to adults (verbally)

· Have a concept of letters

· Be able to write and say his/her own first name 
· Recite the alphabet

· Recognize and name some letters, and identify the sounds they make

· Use a few complete sentences to tell about a favorite toy

· Hold a pencil correctly

Mathematics

· Recognize and name numbers from 1 to 10
· Recognize and name basic shapes 

Other Skills
· Citizenship
· Sit correctly in a chair throughout mealtime

· Complete simple chores independently

· Keep hands and feet to self

· Take turns

· Self-help

· Dress self and fasten/unfasten clothes independently
· Put own shoes on 

· Use the bathroom independently, including use of toilet paper

· Blow own nose

· Cut with scissors following a curved line
· Know the names of eight basic colors (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, black, white)
Kindergarten Skills: First Semester

These skills have been targeted for mastery during the first half of the school year. Children will develop these skills at different rates, but the goal is for our kindergartners to master these skills before the winter break.

Language Arts

· Letters (in this order): Mm, Aa, Ss, Dd, Tt, Ii, Ff, Nn, Bb, Oo, Kk, Rr, Ll, Pp, Cc, Uu, Ww, Hh, Gg, Ee, Jj, Yy, Qq, Zz, Vv,Xx, 

· Spelling: Letter sounds, short vowel sounds, three-letter words
· Writing: uses some inventive/phonemic spelling to share thoughts about a given topic
· Able to write first name
· Reading: 

· Phonemic awareness: Counting syllables in a word, number of words in a sentence, number of sounds in a word, and rhyming

· Letter sound identification

· Oral comprehension: Answering questions about a story that is read aloud to the child

· Skill development at a speed appropriate to the child’s ability

Mathematics

First quarter

· Spatial relationships (Over, under, beside, etc.)

· Sort by color, shape, size, or kind

· Identify what does not belong

· Count up to 10 objects

· Write numbers to 10

· Make/ duplicate numeric and non-numeric patterns

· One-to-one correspondence to identify equal sets

· Identify numbers 1-10

Second quarter

· Identify numbers 11-20

· Concepts of before and after on a number line

· Concepts of more and less

· Identify shapes: Circle, square, rectangle, triangle, hexagons, and trapezoids. Identify similarities and differences of the 2-D shapes.

· Identify 3-D objects: Cubes, spheres, cylinders, cones. Identify those shapes in the real world. Identify similarities and differences of 3-D shapes.

Science

· Objects Around Us: Sorting, magnets, using scientific tools

· Making careful observations, collecting information
· Investigate that things move in different ways such as fast or slow

· Asking questions and finding answers

· Sort objects by observable properties such as size, shape, color, temperature, weight, and textures

· Dinosaurs

· Establish that history is about other times and places

· Distinguish past, present, and future 
· Vocabulary: Fossils, paleontologist, carnivore, herbivore, extinct
· Special Me: 
· The five senses and how they help us learn and interact with our environment

· Observe that things that make sound vibrate

· Vocabulary: Imagination, fingerprints, knowledge, special, taste bud

· Fall: Patterns in nature 
· Healthy Me: 

· Basic needs such as food, water, shelter and space to survive

· Basic body systems (skeletal, digestive, and circulatory) 

· Vocabulary: Exercise, skeletal system, circulatory system, digestive system
· Animals: Types, growth and movement, body parts and coverings

Social Studies

· Cooperative learning skills

· “Getting Along Together” program

· Modes of communication 

· Understands why rules are necessary

· “Special Me”: How we are alike and different

· The need for rules

· Actions and responsibilities of good citizens

· Showing responsibility

· Learning to respect privacy

· Family roles

· Community Helpers

· Information about changes in community life over time

· Types of food, shelter, and clothing a community uses.

· Types of jobs people do and the tools they use

· Transportation

· Modes of transportation, ideas for transportation, and advantages and disadvantages of different types of travel 

· Holidays and Seasons

· Summer, Fall, Winter, Labor Day, Grandparent’s Day, Columbus Day, Halloween, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanza

Kindergarten Skills: Second Semester
Language Arts

· Continue building skills from the first semester
· Speaking in complete sentences

· Answering questions in complete sentences

· Writing: Uses some capitalization and punctuation, some phonetic spelling, ideas are developed with some supporting details. Writing stays on the given topic.

· Spelling: More three-letter words; begin four-letter words that contain blends such as –ck, -ing, sh-, th-,ch-, ee, st-, dr-,
· Reading continues to develop at a rate appropriate to the child’s ability

Mathematics

Third quarter

· Ordinal numbers to 10
· Addition: Demonstrate concept, solve problems, and create addition stories

· Concepts of one more/one less, or two more/two less (using number lines)

· Subtraction:  Demonstrate concept, solve problems, and create subtraction stories

· Counting up and back from given numbers (with a number line)

· Graphing:  using data to construct a simple bar graph

Fourth quarter
· Graphs: problem solving and creating simple tally graphs
· Temperature:  hot/ warm/ cold

· Capacity:  What holds more?  What holds less?

· The calendar:

· Yesterday, today, tomorrow

· Concepts of day, week, month, and year

· What takes more or less time?

· Measurement:

· Compare lengths using objects and measuring length

· Weigh Objects

Science
· Look Around! Exploring the Environment

· Weather: predicting, recording, seasons

· Basic needs of living things

· Life Cycles in nature (seed to plant, tadpole to frog, egg to chick, etc.)
· Recognize that the shape of materials can be changed

· Observe that a push or pull can change the direction an object is moving

· Space: planets, stars, sun, moon,  day and night, and patterns such as moon phases

· Objects differ in size from space

Social Studies

· Holidays and seasons: Spring, New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
 President’s Day, Valentine’s Day, Dr. Seuss’s Birthday, St.  Patrick’s Day, Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Father’s Day, and 100th Day of School
· U.S. people and symbols that correlate with holidays

· United States

· U.S. people and symbols

· Address and phone number

· Maps/globes

· Cardinal directions

· Landforms

· Be able to recite the Pledge of Allegiance 

Summary of Kindergarten Skills


Mastery of these skills is what we generally expect our kindergarten students to attain by the end of the school year. They are considered the prerequisite skills for the first grade.
We encourage your family to practice and review these skills over the summer. By doing this, you are setting the stage for a successful first grade year!

Language Arts

· Understand how print is organized: Left to right, top to bottom

· Perform basic writing techniques: Correct direction, proper spacing between letters and words, use of end punctuation

· Know names, sounds, and order of upper and lower case alphabet

· Recognize and sort words within basic categories: Food, colors, shapes, etc.

· Dictate stories and events to others

· Follow rules of conversation: Speaking and listening in turn

· Listen for story elements: Main idea, sequence of events, characters, setting

· Speak clearly and in an appropriate volume for the setting, neither too loud nor too soft

Mathematics

· Count objects to 20; read and write numerals to 20; 
· Count backwards from ten to one

· Group objects in sets of two or more

· Describe certain concepts: Day or night, before or after, hot or cold, empty or full, shorter or longer
· Understand time: Day, night, morning, afternoon, evening, today, yesterday, tomorrow

· Use calendars to measure days, weeks, months, and years
· Recognize squares, circles, rectangles, hexagons, trapezoids, and triangles

· Recognize spheres, cubes, cylinders, and cones

· Identify objects that do not belong in a group

· Data analysis: Compare information regarding two groups in simple graphs or charts

· Solve word problems involving simple joining or separating situations

· Identify/ duplicate numeric/ non-numeric patterns

Science

· Describe observable properties of objects such as color, size, texture, and shape

· Make predictions of hypothesis about an event or an experiment

· Understand temperature differences and affects on objects when placed in sun and shade

· US landforms
· Understand basic needs of all living things: Food, water, shelter, space

· Know what the five senses are and how to use them to understand the world 

· Be able to make careful observations and determine characteristics of objects using a variety of tools
· Understand life processes: Living organisms change and grow over time

· Understand living things, characteristics of them, and their home in the environment.
· Understand that matter exists in different forms and can be changed by cutting, mixing, etc.

· Know that light can pass through some objects and not others

· Know vibrations are caused by differing sounds that you hear
· Investigate that things move in different ways, such as fast and slow

· Observe that a push or pull can change direction

Social Studies

· Distinguish among past, present, and future

· Understand basic modes of transportation

· Be familiar with various historical poems, songs, and stories 

· Describe relative locations; Near, far, up, down, left, right, behind, and in front

· Knows that difference between and globe and a map
· Understand the need for rules

· Model good citizenship such as sharing, taking turns, and taking care of one’s possessions

· Be familiar with commemorative holidays

· Be able to recite the Pledge of Allegiance 

· Understands that history tells the story of people and events of other times and places

· Listen to stories and other media about men and women from selected historical periods
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