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Overview of third grade

The third grade year represents a transition from the primary years to the upper elementary years. Many families notice marked changes in expectations between second and third grade. Students must master cursive handwriting if they have not already done so, and multiplication tables must be memorized. Students learn concepts that require higher levels of thinking, which are more appropriate for this age group. More independence is expected for homework and class work. 

Mathematics


Students move from foundational concepts such as skip counting into actual multiplication. They work with higher place values. More complex fractions are also addressed. In measurement, students begin to use measurement in mathematics as well as science, thus moving from development of measurement concepts to the actual practice of skills. More complex geometry, algebraic thinking, and data analysis begins in third grade.
Language Arts


Having mastered complete sentences in earlier grades, third graders focus on writing well-developed paragraphs, both expository and narrative. Sentences should be longer and contain more complex vocabulary words, including adjectives and adverbs. Students will develop and present oral reports that relate to topics of study. Students will also use non-fiction texts as a source of independent learning. 
Science

By the beginning of third grade, students have developed a good awareness of the world around them. They are aware of patterns in nature and know about the Earth, Sun, and other planets. Third grade is a time to develop more in-depth, specific knowledge about such things. The flow of energy and its various forms are studied. The way forces act on an object is addressed. Tools are used to discuss physical properties of matter, and characteristics of the inner planets are learned.
Social Studies


The focus of third grade social studies is map skills, regions and countries of North America, settlement of this area, and government and its purpose, as well as its economy. 
Third Grade Curriculum Guide

Necessary skills for entering third grade

Children will be most successful if they have mastered these skills prior to entering third grade.

Language Arts

· Read at or above the third grade level

· Be able to use dictionaries effectively for word spellings and meanings

· Alphabetize word lists according to the first and second letter in a word

· Identify parts of a book and explain their functions: Chapter titles, index, guide words, table of contents

· Write legibly in print and cursive

· Spell frequently used words correctly

· Mastery of punctuation: End punctuation, and commas in dates, series of words, and greetings and closings in letters

· Grammar: Correct use of nouns, action verbs, adjectives, and adverbs

· Identify types of literature: Fables, poetry, non-fiction, myths, fiction stories, fairy tales

· Fluency: Adjust reading rate, based on oral rate, accuracy, and expression

· Vocabulary: use of grade-appropriate vocabulary

· Be able to write one- to three- paragraph essays

Mathematics

· Read, write, and compare numbers to 1,000 or higher
· Recognize whole number place value up to the hundred thousands place or more

· Count to 1,000 or more by 2, 3, 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100

· Know all addition facts up to 18 (i.e. 9 + 9), and subtraction facts in the same fact families 

· Add and subtract two-digit numbers (with and without regrouping)
· Tell time on digital and analog clocks by hours and  half-hours
·  Know values of coin combinations to one dollar or more

· Use calendars to measure days, weeks, months, and years 
· Know the names and characteristics of common two and three-dimensional figures

· Use some simple graphs and charts to display and analyze data

· Customary and Metric units of measurement

· Measuring to the nearest inch, half inch, and quarter inch

· Know multiplication facts through 9

Science

· Know what solids, liquids, and gases (vapor) are and how to measure them
· Classify animals into major groups.

· Describe how animals and plants respond to changing seasons.

· Describe plant structures (roots, seeds, leaves, flowers) and how they respond to stimuli and use energy to make their own food

· Identify the Sun as a star and know differences in stars

· Know that energy from the Sun heats objects

· Compare materials and objects based on their properties

· Measure and compare temperature, mass, and volume of solids and liquids
· Describe the changes water undergoes when it changes states

· Identify basic forms of energy

· Describe the properties of light

· Be familiar with some basic science tools, and conduct basic science experiments. Be able to record how the experiment was conducted, and record the results.

Social Studies

· Possess basic map skills: Legends and keys, cardinal and intermediate directions (north, southwest, etc.)
· Regions and countries of North America

· Lines of authority in the Unites States: The Constitution, local government authorities

· Rights and Responsibilities of United States citizens, and how the U.S. Constitution outlines them

· Levels of government

· Locate this community, state, and country on a map and a globe

· Describe cultural symbols of our country such as the Liberty bell, Statue of Liberty, the eagle, and national monuments

· Physical features such as Grand Canyon, Rio Grande River, Rocky Mountains, etc.

· Trade and bartering systems 

Third Grade Skills: First Quarter

Language Arts
· Periods in sentences: end, after initials and abbreviations (LA.3.3.4.3)
· Capitalizing first words and proper nouns (LA.3.3.4.2)
· Parts of sentences: subjects and predicates (LA.3.3.4.4 and LA.3.3.4.5)
· Nouns: singular and plural (LA.3.3.4.4 and LA.3.3.4.5)
· Verbs: action, linking, and helping (LA.3.3.4.4)
· Spelling: Short and long vowel sounds; words with str, st, kn, wr, gh, ph, sh, ch, tch, /s/, /j/ (LA.3.3.4.1)
· Writing: Paragraphs that relate to other content areas (LA.3.3.3.1)
· Penmanship: review of lower-case letters (LA.3.5.1.1)
· Fluency: pronunciation of root words and other morphemes top decode words (LA.3.1.4.1 , LA.3.1.4.2, LA.3.1.4.3, LA.3.1.4.4)
Mathematics 

· Place value in addition and subtraction (MA.3.A.6.1; MA.3.A.6.2)
· Place value to hundred thousands (MA.3.A.6.1)
· Compare and order numbers through hundred thousands or more (MA.3.A.6.1)
· Adding and subtracting: four-digit numbers (MA.3.A.6.1)
· Problem solving using tables, charts, lists, or patterns (MA.3.A.6.2; MA.3.S.7.1)
· Estimating sums and differences (MA.3.A.6.1)
· Data Analysis:

· Collecting and recording data ( MA.3.S.7.1)
· Create bar graphs, pictographs, tables, and line plots (MA.3.A.6.2; MA.3.S.7.1)
Science

· Life science 
· Similarities in plants, animals (SC.3.L.15.1 )
· Common characteristics of plants and groups of vertebrates (SC.3.L.15.2, SC.3.L.14.1)
· Energy sources from the environment that help meet our needs (SC.3.L.17.1, SC.3.L.17.2, SC.3.L.14.1)
Social Studies

Civics and Government

· The purpose and need for a government (SS.3.C.1.1, SS.3.C.1.2)
· Constitution and how it affects the government (SS.3.C.1.3, SS.3.C.3.3, SS.3.C.3.4)

· Three levels of government (SS.3.C.3.1, SS.3.C.3.2)

· Electing government officials (SS.3.C.2.1)
Third Grade Skills: Second Quarter

Language Arts

· Using commas in a series of words (LA.3.3.4.3)
· Contractions (won’t, aren’t, isn’t, etc.) 
· Quotation marks in dialogue (LA.3.3.4.3)
· Capitalization: titles and geographic names (LA.3.3.4.2)
· Verbs: singular and plural, regular and irregular, verb tense (LA.3.3.4.4)
· Spelling: words with /oi/, /ou/, possessives and plurals, /ô/, /oo/, /är/, /âr/, /ôr/, homophones (LA.3.3.4.1)
· Penmanship: review of upper-case letters (LA.3.5.1.1)
· Writing: paragraphs (2-3 on a given topic) (LA.3.3.3.1 and LA.3.3.5.1 and LA.3.4.2.3 and LA.3.4.2.4)

· Fluency: pronunciation of root words and other morphemes top decode words (LA.3.1.4.1 , LA.3.1.4.2, LA.3.1.4.3, LA.3.1.4.4)
Mathematics

· Multiplication facts: 0-9 (MA.3.A.1.1; MA.3.A.1.2)
· Associative, Commutative, and Distributive properties of multiplication (MA.3.A.1.2)
· Division facts: 0-9 (MA.3.A.1.1; MA.3.A.1.2; MA.3.A.1.3)
· Modeling multiplication and division using arrays (MA.3.A.1.1)
· Fact Families (MA.3.A.1.3)
· Fractions (MA.3.A.2.1) 

· equal parts of a whole 
· fractions of a whole

· fractions greater than 1

· fractions of a group

· finding part of a group

· finding the whole group

Science

· Earth science

· Stars:  how they appear, the Sun is a star, the sun gives off energy (SC.3.E.5.1, SC.3.E.5.2, SC.3.E.5., SC.3.E.6.1 )
· Solids and liquids (SC.3.P.8.1, SC.3.P.8.2, SC.3.P.8.3)
Social Studies

· Geography 

· Map and Globe Skills (SS.3.G.1.1, SS.3.G.1.2, SS.3.G.1.3, SS.3.G.1.4, SS.3.G.1.5, SS.3.G.1.6)

· Regions and countries of North America (SS.3.G.2.2, SS.3.G.2.3, SS.3.G.2.1)
· Landforms and where people live (SS.3.G.2.4, SS.3.G.4.1, SS.3.G.2.5, SS.3.G.3.1, SS.3.G.3.2)

·

·

·

·

·
Third Grade Skills: Third Quarter

Language Arts

· Commas: Addresses, compound sentences (LA.3.3.4.3)
· Homophones (its, it’s, their, they’re, there, etc.) (LA.3.1.6.8)
· Adjectives (LA.3.1.6.6)
· Adverbs (LA.3.1.6.6)
· Spelling: homophones, words with /ûr/, double consonants, words with –er and    -est, compound words, VCCV words, VCV words, words with –ed and –ing (LA.3.3.4.1)
· Penmanship: refine cursive writing and complete assignments in cursive (LA.3.5.1.1) 
· Writing: develops and demonstrates technical writing that provides information related to real-world tasks (LA.3.4.2.1, LA. .3.4.2.2, LA. 3.4.2.5, LA.3.4.2.3 and LA.3.4.2.4)

· Fluency: pronunciation of root words and other morphemes top decode words (LA.3.1.4.1 , LA.3.1.4.2, LA.3.1.4.3, LA.3.1.4.4)
Mathematics
· Compare fractions with common denominators, common numerators (MA.3.A.2.2)

· Compare fractions using benchmarks (MA.3.A.2.3)

· Ordering fractions (MA.3.A.2.3)
· Model and find equivalent fractions (MA.3.A.2.4)
· Measurement (customary and metric units):
· Choose the appropriate unit for measuring an object, and the appropriate tool with which to measure it (inch, foot, yard, mile, millimeter, centimeter, decimeter, meter, kilometer) (MA.3.G.5.2)
· Measure to the nearest inch, half inch, quarter inch, and cm (MA.3.G.5.2)
· Geometry/Plane Shapes: 

· Two and three dimensional figures: names, properties (MA.3.G.3.1)
· Congruent figures (MA.3.G.3.3)
(Third Grade Skills: Third Quarter, cont.)
· Identifying symmetry, drawing lines of symmetry, drawing symmetric shapes (MA.3.G.3.3)
Science

· Physical science
· Stages and changes in matter (SC.3.P.9.1)
· Water cycle (SC.3.P.9.1)
· Basic forms of energy (light, heat, sound, electrical, and mechanical) (SC.P.10.1, SC.3.P.10.2)
Social Studies

· American History

· Effects of Westward expansion and industrialization of the growth of our country and American culture (SS.3.G.4.2, SS.3.G.4.3, SS.3.A.1.1, SS.3.A.1.2, SS.3.A.1.3)

· Early settlement and settlements throughout the history of the US (SS.3.G.2.6, SS.3.G.4.4, SS.3.G)
·

·

·

·

·

Third Grade Skills: Fourth Quarter

Language Arts

· Possessive nouns (LA.3.3.4.4 and LA.3.3.4.5)
· Combining sentences: Compound subjects and verbs (LA.3.3.4.4 and LA.3.3.4.5)
· Spelling: words with -tion and –sion, suffixes, changing y to i, contractions, words ending in –ever, -le, and –al (LA.3.3.4.1)
· Write essays that are three to five paragraphs in length (LA.3.4.2.1, LA. .3.4.2.2, LA. 3.4.2.5, LA.3.4.2.3 and LA.3.4.2.4) 
· Penmanship: refine cursive writing and complete assignments in cursive (LA.3.5.1.1) 
· Fluency: pronunciation of root words and other morphemes top decode words (LA.3.1.4.1 , LA.3.1.4.2, LA.3.1.4.3, LA.3.1.4.4)
(Third Grade Skills: Fourth Quarter, cont.)
Mathematics

· Explore perimeter of polygons through models (MA.3.G.5.1; MA.3.A.6.2)
· Time:

· Telling time to the hour, half-hour, and quarter hour (MA.3.G.5.3)
· Recognize the time of day for A.M. and P.M. (MA.3.G.5.3)
· Elapsed Time:
· In hours and minutes (MA.3.G.5.3)
· In days and weeks using a calendar (MA.3.G.5.3)
· In years (MA.3.G.5.3)
· FCAT prep

· Review 3rd grade concepts through projects

Science
· Physical science

· Light- reflect, refract, and absorbed (SC.3.P.10.3, SC.3.P.10.4)
· Law of Gravity (SC.3.E.5.4)
· Transfer of energy as heat (SC.P.11.1, SC.3.P.11.2))
· The practice of Science (SC.3.N.1.1, SC.3.N.1.2, SC.3.N.1.3, SC.3.N.1.4)
Social Studies

· Economics 

· Purpose of an economy (SS.3.E.1.2)
· Exchanging goods and services (SS.3.E.1.1, SS.3.E.1.3)
· Supply and demand (SS.3.E.1.3)
· Earning and saving money (SS.3.E.1.4)
Summary of third grade skills


Mastery of these skills is what we generally expect our third grade students to attain by the end of the school year. They are considered the requisite skills for the fourth grade.
We encourage your family to practice and review these skills over the summer. By doing this, you are setting the stage for a successful fourth grade year!

Language Arts

· Reading  at or above the fourth grade level

· Identifying the author’s purpose for writing a given text

· Reading comprehension skills: Author’s purpose, fact and opinion, compare and contrast

· Writing includes supporting details and a recognizable beginning, middle, and end

· Write three to five complete paragraphs about a topic with basic page features including indentations and correct use of margins.

· Grammar and conventions: subject/verb and noun/pronoun agreement, correct form of verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs.

· Writing includes varied sentence structure, and transitions

· Effective oral presentations that include eye contact and appropriate physical gestures

· Produce written work in cursive (upper and lower case letters)

· Be able to perform basic research skills by using resources such as print and electronic encyclopedias, dictionaries, and appropriate non-fiction text to gather and organize information

Mathematics

· Know all multiplication facts (0-12)

· Identify, and compare and order numbers through the hundred thousands place. Write them in various forms.

· Write number sentences to solve addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division problems and related word problems
· Add and subtract numbers of up to four digits or more

· Use clocks, time lines, and calendars to solve problems; understand what A.M. and P.M. are

· Tell time to the minute (analog and digital clocks) 
· Tell elapsed time in hours, minutes, days, weeks, and years
· Measure length to the nearest inch, half inch, and quarter inch
· Identify geometric figures having up to ten sides, and identify congruent figures

· Identify shapes that have symmetry

· Recognize patterns and identify missing parts of patterns

· Use graphs to describe data; pictographs and bar graphs. Identify parts of a graph.
· Read, write, and compare commonly used fractions (halves, thirds, fourths, fifths, sixths, eighths)
· Apply appropriate strategies for solving word problems

· Identify money and its value (penny, nickel, dime, quarter, dollar)

Science

· Know what the term “physical properties” means and be able to determine the obvious physical properties of matter

· Explain what produces physical change in matter (heating and cooling)

· Identify different forms of energy (heat, light, sound), and that the sun is the earth’s source of energy. Explain what the sun is

· Know that energy flows from warmer objects to cooler ones

· Earth science: Explain the water cycle
· Life science: know characteristics of vertebrates, and ways that plants and animals are alike and different

· Perform basic science experiments and record data, and use tools to measure and collect information

Social Studies

· Read and interpret basic timelines

· Describe the following aspects of ancient civilizations (i.e. Rome, Greece, Egypt): family life, government, money, writing, achievements

· Understand the roots of democracy

· Use maps and globes to locate and compare geographic areas of various civilizations

· Describe the achievements of early explorers via Roman roads, camel caravan routes, sea routes (during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance) 

· Explain basic economic concepts such as opportunity costs and scarcity

· Explain how governments provide goods and services for their citizens
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